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The Great Flood of 1889 (Johnston Flood) 

Event Details 

• Date: July 1889 

• Precipitation: 19 inches in 2 hours and 10 minutes 

• Flood Type: Summer Thunderstorm 

• Fatalities: 19 

• Main Impacted Streams: Tucker Creek, Right Fork Tucker Creek, Left Fork Sandy Creek, 
Nesselroad Run 

• Location: Wirt, Jackson, and Wood counties (WV) 

Mitigation Efforts 

• Stream Gauges Installed: 2 (Ohio River and Little Tygart Creek) 

• No Mitigation for 89.47% of fatalities 

Risk and Impact Analysis 

• Flood Zone Classification: 

o 57.9% Zone A 

o 26.3% Unmapped 

• Cause of Death: 

o 100% by drowning 

• Fatality Locations: 

o 15 in structures 

o 4 in water 

Demographics of Victims 

• Age Groups: 

o 7 fatalities (Ages 0–12, Children) 

o 4 fatalities (Ages 19–39, Young Adults) 

o 1 fatality (Ages 40–70, Middle-Aged Adult) 

• Gender Distribution: 

o 10 female 

o 7 male 

Mass Casualty Events: 
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• 73.7% of fatalities occurred in mass casualty events 

Multimedia & Sources: 

• Disastrous Flood in Wood, Wirt, and Jackson Counties (AbeBooks) 

• Clio Entry 

• Wheeling Register, Jul 22, 1889 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tucker Distr ict is one of the seven magisterial district s t hat was formed in 1848, before West Virginia was a stat e. The area was named 

Tucker due to the creek named Tuckers Creek that ran through most of t he district to the Litt le Kanawha River. The first I and gran ts for this 

area of land were given in 1 802 and cont inued for six years. After the Civil War, over fi fty families moved into this area. Most people that lived 

here during the peak of t he Tucker District lived in log cabins, but some lived in frame houses near t he end of the cen tury. 

Morristown was the center of the Tucker Dist rict and was a_t l:irJving town after the Civil War It began on a plot of land t ha t had been 

sect ioned off into smaller lots fo r houses and business. In this town, there were t imber and f lour mills, a Blacksmith shop, many 

merchandising stores, a post off ice, a packing house, a bonnet shop, a tobacco warehouse, churches, many schools, and many 

res idences. Morristown was a self-sustaining, fully-funct ion ing town before its demise. 

Oo JulY. 18 1889, a greatJlood wiped away most o the town. Since the town was ocated ri ght along the creek, it was always aLgreat risk fo r 

floods. Th flood was very sudden and ruined much of the community. Four houses were swept away in the wa ter along with the bo net 

shop, packing house, post offi ce, and three merchandise stores. Many of the crop fields t hat sustained community members were ruined in 

t his f lood. SeveraJ people..and families of the community were killedl n the catast rophe. 

After t he fl ood, since many res idences and businesses were washed away, the town began a drastic decline. Both the Bethel United Bret hren 

Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church lasted into the 20th century. Eour other smaller churches funct ioned in th is area in the early 

1900s.The lastJunct ioni11g-school was Morristown School which closed in 1982. 

Today, Morri stown and the Tucker District are drastica lly diff erent than they in t he latter part of the nineteenth century. Morristown is 

unincorporated with the only non-res idential structure remaining being a two-room commu11ity building that was prev iously the Morristown 

School. The commu 11 ity bu ilding is used for the Morristown Mount aineers 4-H and can be rented by members of the community fo r part ies 

and event s. 

https://www.abebooks.com/Disastrous-Flood-Wood-Wirt-Jackson-Counties/30901364939/bd#&gid=1&pid=1
https://theclio.com/entry/20353
https://newspaperarchive.com/wheeling-register-jul-22-1889-p-1/

