
 

1 
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The Goodwill Flood of 1901 
Event Details 
• Date: June 1901 
• Flood Type: Summer Thunderstorm 
• Fatalities: 44 
• Main Impacted Streams: 
  - Dry Fork (11 fatalities) 
  - North Fork Elkhorn Creek 
  - Elkhorn Creek 
• Location: McDowell County, WV (All fatalities occurred here) 
• Communities Impacted Most: Keystone, Ieager, Algoma 
Mitigation Efforts 
• Stream Gauge added on Tug Fork (site of 11 fatalities, or 25%) 
• No mitigation was implemented for the remaining 75% of fatality sites (33 fatalities) 
Risk and Impact Analysis 
• Flood Zone Classification: 
  - 40.9% Zone AE 
  - 40.9% Zone AE Floodway 
  - 18.2% Zone A 
• Cause of Death (limited information): 
  - All 44 deaths attributed to drowning 
• Fatality Locations (limited data): 
  - 6 occurred in structures 
Demographics of Victims 
• Age Groups (known): 
  - 9 fatalities (Ages 0–12, Children) 
  - 1 fatality (Ages 19–39, Young Adult) 
  - 1 fatality (Ages 70+, Old Adult) 
• Gender Distribution (of known victims): 
  - 12 female 
  - 24 male 
• Race (of known victims): 
  - 23 Black 
  - 17 White 
Mass Casualty Events 
• 75% of fatalities occurred in mass casualty events, indicating entire families or households were 
swept away. 
Multimedia & Sources 
• Savannah Morning News, June 26, 1901 
• Montana Helena Independent, June 28, 1901 
• Waterloo Press, June 27, 1901 – Birds Eye View & Clipping 
• New York Tribune, June 30, 1901 
 
 

https://newspaperarchive.com/savannah-morning-news-jun-26-1901-p-1/
https://newspaperarchive.com/montana-helena-independent-jun-28-1901-p-16/
https://newspaperarchive.com/waterloo-press-jun-27-1901-p-2/
https://newspaperarchive.com/new-york-tribune-jun-30-1901-p-30/
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