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THE FLOCD OF 15

Saturdsy, June 24, 1950, wes a besutiful hot summer day in Doddridge County,
Wost Virginia, Every gitizen went about his usuasl routine throughout the day -
working in hle gerden, odd Johg about his home, fixing up sround the bern,
‘ténding T8 stock, 8te, - THES eVening aq THoy Wwere prepafing dirnery domic clouds.
started to form in the west but who was going to let a rain stop them from their
"Caturday night?,

About seven o’clock it started raining, Within a few minutes it weg raining
very hard, not s spring shower or a summer rain, but a cloud burst, At eight
oteloek the small streams were running full, Nins o'clock small streams wers out
of thelr banks and flooding low ground. The fast current was destroying gardens
and washing away smell builldings, Livestock was being driven to the hills,

Ten o'cleck the rein was still pouring from the heavy black clouds. The gas
sud elactric supply had heen cut, telephone communication had been discontinued,
homes wers flooded, svery one was working frantically but by this time it was
nocessary for each to run in order to protect his own 1ife, Some of the smaller
hemes ciose to the small feeding stresms were washed from their foundations,

Hany herolc deeds were heing parformed st this hour, Deeds that will never be
forgotten by & survivor end mey nsver he known by anyone other than those in-
volved. Many sections of U.S. Route 50 are under water now at Sherwood end

- Margensville, Buckeye Run looks like a mighty river, The steel-bridge over
England Hun collapsed. Toms Fork bridgs on ¥, Va, Houte 18 gave way to the
pressure and washed ahout 1/2 mile down stream, The steel bridge over Greenbrier ,

TbET Long M waEhed fromits piers, the stesl bent and twisted, the-conerete--—-
floor broken in bits. Ths bridgs on Secondsry Road 40 near Blandville laft 1ta
stone abutments and turned upside down a»out 400 feet away, Many of the small
wooden bridees serving hundreds of people in the communities had been washed
from thelr piers, never to be found. Homes and outbuildings, berns, farm imple-
ments, cars and trucks were heing flooded or washed away sll along the upper
reaches of the head weters of Middle Island creek,

In the east end of Smithburg came Buckeys Run, with &1l of its feeder stroans
from the east and northeastern sections of Doddridge county, Here too, is
Mepthouse Fork with all the drainage from the southcentral and southeasstern
sectlons of the county, to join together forming the "longest ereek in the world",

Middle Island creek, long known for its many fsbulous fish stories, now is
turning into an enreged glant ysllow serpent. The muddy water was pouring into
the creek bed far beyond the capecity of the stresm, .

Eleven o'clock Middle Island creek was & raging torrent rising seventeen
inches a minute, delivering death and destruction to everything in its path. So
fast was the rise, a Baltimore and Chio railroad freipght train was caught st
Smithhurg unable to continue its run., With very few exceptions from Smithhurg
through dvondale.past Rock Run to West Hnfon, heppy hemes were damagad heyqnd
repalr or completely washed away. In this ares msny lives were lost. “

In West Unlon there 18 & basin where the onrushing torrents of Middle Island
creek converged with the uncontrolled ravishing water from Doe Run. Here in the
low vasin, a beautiful residential section of the peaceful town of West Union,
the rushing torrents railsed the level of Middle Island creek from a low water merk
of alx feet to 57 feet, The property destruction is beyond deecription. The
beautiful, well kept heppy homes in this srea are & mass of rubble and debris. In
Woat Union the "01d Covered Bridge" = land mark which hss withstood the elsmente
for 102 years was not able to stend the terrific pounding of this long to be
remenbered flood, -

At two o'elock Sunday morning, June 25, 1950, the rain hed slackened, The
eraok had reached its crest but the long hours of vigilance from this hour until
davlight seemed like 8 never ending efernity. Rein fell intermittently until
noon tut the water was slowly receding into the streem chennels, It was late
afternoon on Sunday before many of the flood victims were able to get back to their
homes or where their homes were. ' :
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& heart rendeting sight it was to see these people standing looking at whaet
was home, thoir earthly possessions, thinking of the loss of life to thelr re-
latives, friends snd neighhors, wondering where to start to rehabilitate them-
selves, They were bewildered, the shock was there, reaction had not yet smat in,

KMonday proved to be commencement dasy. The long slow process of cleaning
mud, drying clothes, homes and houseshold furnishings hegan, The backbresking
work of long hours of toil, cleaning, drying, and rebuilding, ecovering the scars
of the worst diaaster this area has cver had, had begun,

At g L e v

Following sre the State Road employees who were damared by the flood:
James Cottrill, Ropk Run, one foot of water in house.
Abe Williams, Rock Run, Deceased.
Thomas Cottrill, Rog¢k Run, home washed away.
Clarence Davis, Smithburg, home washed away.
George Dosch, West Union, total destruction to house, four feet of water on
second floor,
dernyee Somerville, West Unilon, total destruction to home and cottage,
Harrison Jenkins, Doe Run, two feet of water in house.

Walter Jenkins, Doe Run, two feet of water in house,

Nethan Ferguson, Central Station, two feet of water in house, outhuildings washed
away.,
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Campheil Cupp, U.S. Route 50, East of West Union, four feet of water in house,
Loster Grimm, Summers, three feet of water in house.

Bernard Smith, dvondale, home washed away.

Arden Rollins, U.S. Route 50, East of Smithburg, water on first floor,

John Cumpeton, Jockeycamp Run, huilding new home which was washed away, water in
house in which he was living,
Mell Swisher, Morgansville, eight feet of water in house.

Stokes'Hurst Sugarcamp, five fect of wetor in house,

Kara Kesling, New Milton, four feet of water on second floor, house moved from
foundation,
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" Perry Cottrill, 1.3 Routa 55, Eant of 'West Thilon, home Wawhed away, CT e e

See: to it that your family, friendas, relatives and neighhors 00) to the polas.



