Picture Sources:
NWS:
https://www.weather.gov/media/rlx/April1977FloodsinAppalachianRegion.pdf
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The Byrd Center Blog:
https://www.byrdcenter.org/blog/the-long-road-to-recovery-the-tug-fork-valley-floods-part-i
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Mountain Citizen:
https://mountaincitizen.com/2023/04/05/remembering-the-devastating-1977-tug-river-flood/
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/191994984280420/posts/3359692197510667/
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https://www.williamsondailynews.com/news/memories-of-great-flood-remain-45-years-later/article_682a6578-5ad4-5de8-9133-81f8ecdfc92c.html
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Wes Wilson Photography
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1630367073714482&id=202797173138153&set=a.275093095908560
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Remembering the
devastating 1977 Tug
River flood

This photo shows the Kermit Town Hall as floodwaters rose during
the 1977 flood. (Photo/Kermit Library)
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On April 5, 1977 The Tug River in Williamson reached a All-time Record of 52.56 Feet. More than 25
eet above Flood Stage. Williamson and the whole Tug Valley Region suffered tremendously from this
100 Year Flood. Please share your memories of this Historic Event. g
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41 Years ago tonight, Williamson, West Virginia

went to sleep and parts of the city never awoke

again. The morning of April 5th 1977 was a day

that changed our area and city forever. A record
Feet of water from the Tug River
the city resulting in over $20

Million worth of damage in the area, permanently

scarring the place that was once home to nearly

people.

If you have additional photos from the ‘77 Flood,
please post and share them below ... See more

— in Williamson, WV.
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FLOOD OF APRIL 1977 IN THE APPALACHIAN REGION OF
KENTUCKY, TENNESSEE, VIRGINIA, AND WEST VIRGINIA

Report prepared jointly by the U.S. Geological Survey
and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
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n the spring of 1977, the worst flood in recent history to hit the Tug Fork Valley saw
he river rise upwards of 56 feet, devastating already damaged towns and
ommunities. Senators Byrd, Jennings Randolph, and Congressman Nick Joe
Rahall, the district’s newly-elected representative, visited the Tug Fork Valley to
nspect the damage. Returning to Washington, Senator Byrd requested aid from the
President’s Disaster Relief Fund, receiving $52,183,000 that was used to provide
emporary housing, unemployment benefits, and funds for immediate repairs to
hublic facilities. This aid, along with small business and Department of Housing and
Urban Development loans brought much needed assistance.

However, the residents of the Tug Fork
Valley needed more than temporary
assistance to recover from the repeated
flooding disasters. Senators Randolph
and Byrd and Congressman Rahall
determined to pursue legislation that
would provide funding to build a flood
control system in the valley. However,
the effort faced a major legal hurdle:
the state would need to match the





