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The Election Day Flood of 1985
Event Details
· Date: November 4, 1985
· Flood Type: Tropical Storm
· FEMA Disaster ID: DR-753-WV
· Fatalities: 49
· Streams Where Fatalities Occurred: North Fork South Branch Potomac River, South Branch Potomac River, Knapp Creek
· Counties with Fatalities: Fayette, Grant, Hampshire, Hardy, Pendleton, Pocahontas, Preston, Randolph, Tucker, Upshur
Mitigation Efforts
· 75.5% of fatalities occurred on streams that now have a stream gauge
· 4% of locations are now levee-protected
Risk and Impact Analysis
· Flood Zone Classification:
· 18.4% in Zone AE (Floodway)
· 73.5% in Zone A
· 4.1% Zone AE (overlap/adjust as needed)
· 4% levee-protected
· Cause of Death:
· 47 by drowning
· 2 due to pre-existing medical conditions
· Fatality Locations:
· 27 in water
· 18 in structure
· 3 in vehicle
· 29 fatalities (59.1%) occurred in mass casualty events (3+ deaths in one location)
Demographics of Victims
· Age Groups:
· 1 child (0–12)
· 2 teenagers (13–19)
· 10 young adults (20–39)
· 21 middle-aged adults (40–69)
· 10 elderly (70+)
· Gender Distribution:
· 13 females
· 36 males
Mass Casualty Events
· Sarah Pearl Lewis, John McMillion, and Catherine McMillion were swept away when floodwaters demolished their home. Sarah’s body was found about 20 miles downstream near Petersburg in the North Fork of the South Branch.
· Margaret Painter and her husband William “Bill” Painter were among 12 people trapped at a campground at Jordan Run. As floodwaters rose 15 feet in a few hours, a house they sought refuge in was swept away. Bill survived by clinging to a tree; Margaret did not. He was the sole survivor of the 12.
· Ronald Gatto and Tom Hyatt drowned near Cabins while trying to reach the same house.
· Thomas Clower, Maurice Funk, Larry Regester, Jerry Regester, Kenneth Schell, and Richard Schell—all members of a logging crew—were swept away from a boat.
· Harry Harper and his brother Stelman Harper, elderly men returning from a stock sale, were also in the boat when it capsized. Both perished.
Multimedia & Sources
· Sources:
https://newspaperarchive.com/harrisonburg-daily-news-record-nov-01-1986-p-18/
https://newspaperarchive.com/cumberland-news-nov-15-1985-p-15/
https://newspaperarchive.com/cumberland-evening-times-nov-14-1985-p-97/
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