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R '_Aﬂher starting a new family, I?aniel
Sy Katie Parsons made the decision to
g e closer to their parents so their (wo
ks, just babies at the time, could be
uhied around their grandparents. They
ybver could have imagined how impor-

ot that decision would be or how pro-

‘s undly it would affect their lives.
@] The Parsons found a home on An-
Spm- Road in Rupert, only a mile away
e Daniel Parsons' parents, Delmas
]R 4 Rita Parsons. Just as they had hoped.
&kir sons grew to each form a special
nd with their grandparents — forged
Sidm countless hours of hunting in the
604 pods with their grandpa and ieatir::g
JUI’E‘htel i“-_;:-:_ arty r{leals of their grandma’s biscuits
~ S SR gd venison.
@l “They miss that a lot,” reflected
4 Matie Parsons after describing the day
/24 Sar § .t washed away all but the memories

tables, tillr ssffi those precious days.
ousehold iens s Cody and Devin Parsons were 13
“wlhd 16. respectively, when the rain start-

Roncevere. 248 o
~ Hi falling on June 23, 2016. While Katie

“‘*'-F' - -H""'*

Parsons was away from home at work
for the Committee on Aging, her hus-
band received a call from his parents in-
forming him that it was flooding and that
the bridge had just washed away. By
then. she explained, so many areas On
Anjean Road were sO flooded that no
one could pass — but her in-laws told
their son they were going to be OK.

“They said they had called for help.
and help was on the way, but if need be,
they were just going to move higher up
on the mountain,” Katie Parsons re-
called. “That's the last my husband
heard from them.”

Moments after the call, their phones
stopped working, and, choosing to hold
on to hope. Katie and Daniel Parsons be-
lieved their family would be rescued or

somehow make it to safety.
Help was certainly on the way, but

no one made it in time.

James Dunn, a friend of Delmas
Parsons. had made it across the bridge
before it collapsed and was in the
process of pushing through water that
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was already waist-deep (O reach his
friends when he saw it — a wall of water
rushing off the mountain with such
speed and force that many who wit-
nessed it simply say it was like “‘some-
thing you see in a movie."

Helpless to do anything else, Dunn
climbed a tree — a tree where he would
spend the next several hours watching as
the flood waters ripped through houses,
structures and every other tree on the
property. The first trailer struck by that
wall belonged to Nellie Hinkle, who was
alone in her home when the waters
crashed into her trailer and swept it Into
the home of her son. Doug Hinkle, who
was fortunately not at home. Unrelent-
ing, the torrent knocked Doug Hinkle's
trailer loose and sent it crashing into the
home of Delmas and Rita Parsons.

No one would find Nellie Hinkle or
Delmas Parsons until Friday. June 24.
Rita Parsons wouldn’t be found until

Saturday.

“It was my two sons, my husband.
brother-in-law and friends and family
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er.” Katie Parsons lamented. "My hus-
band and brother-in-law were looking
for their parents and my kids for their
grandparents ... up to their necks in that
dirty flood water, moving debris.”

Though she said her boys saw only
a glimpse of their grandfather when they
found him in the river Friday morning,
Katie Parsons said it was enough.

“My father-in-law was found with
his hands gripped out like he was hold-
ing on to something,” Katie Parsons re-
called. demonstrating the position In
which Delmas Parsons’ body was found.
“My husband and boys saw that.

“Rita was found about a half or
three-quarters of a mile away from the
house on Saturday: she was actually
found up inside of a tree with all Kinds
of brush. It was horrible.” Katie Parsons
added. “I think that's what affected my
husband and the kids the most — know-
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Flood Anniversary

the bodies of her father-in-law and Nel-
lie Hinkle.
It wasn’t until Friday afternoon that Determined to make it to her fa_mi ¥
Katie Parsons was able to return to her 1y, Katie Parsons approached the soldiers
own home and join her family as they before they returned to Rupert and asked
mourned. When she received a call from to be taken across to her family. Despite
her husband that they had found his fa- €xplaining who she was and that she had
ther’s body in the river, she was stranded just lear ned one of her family members
on the other side of Rupert — ironically Was killed in the flood, the soldiers re-
with the wife of the man who had at- fused to-take her into the flood-ravaged
tempted to save her famil y. The wéy into town. |
Rupert had flooded, and the National "It you do not let me get on this
Guard had arrived to evacuate survivors, truck and let me cross over with you, I
but they weren’t letting anyone into the Will swim my butt across. that dirty, bac-
town — or so they thought. teria water, and it’ll be on your hands to
“When I saw the first truck crossing Save my life if something happens be-
Into the water, I thought, ‘Oh my God, cause I'm going regardless,” Katie Par-
that’s my way in,”” Katie Parsons re- SONS said she told the Guard. “They end-
called. "By then, we knew they had both ed up letting me go.” _
disappeared and were probably dead: my - Once safely back in Rupert. Katie
family is freaking out and searching the Parsons joined her family and learned
river, and I’m stuck on the outside.” the grisly details of what occurred on
When the first National Guard truck  that tragic day. She also learned of the
came back across the water from inside ik
Rupert, they were carrying two bodies. the 'ﬂjood,,%--'—?{:??;-.-étii:%i{?;ﬂ VAL 4

ing how they died, how they suffered so
terribly.”
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bravery of her two sons in the midst of |

were devastated,” Katie Parsons noted.
“Our neighbor below us i1s a paraplegic,
and if it hadn’t been for my boys going
down and carrying her upstairs, she
would have drowned to death. They also
took her food throughout the night.”

Three weeks after the flood, the
Parsons family observed the passing of
what would have been Delmas Parsons'
71st birthday on July 13. Rita Parsons
was 67 when the flood took her life.

Though the flood cut their years
short, the deep bonds that make this
tragedy even harder to bear are evidence
that those years were well spent.

Tonight, the Parsons will attend the
candlelight remembrance service in
Rainelle to honor and remember their

family and all those who Iosrtheir*livg%-: 3

that day. ;2 S inieoh e
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1zation of their COMmunities, thay
are still looking for the DrODem,
parents once called home ml;ny ;
of debris. They had hoped. Kari. »-
said, the land would pe clearedl ,_
for the anniversary of the ﬂoodm
their family could build a smay oo
al on the land and hold their OWN ¢ : | s
for Delmas and Rita Parsons. I B
When the National Gyyg AR -
come to clear the debris, however k.
Parsons said she has made it efas
them that they are not tg Jay 4 ra.
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