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Federal disaster declaration declared after August flooding
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Isaac Sparks' mobile home was knocked off its fm-lm.atio'n and moved several feet on/Winifreéde
Hollow on the moming of Aug. 28, 2023. (Photo/MetroNews)

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — President Biden has approved a major disaster declaration for Kanawha, Harrison, Boone, Calhoun and Clay counties following
storms in August 2023 that caused flooding, mudslides, and landslides.

The counties have been approved for individual assistance.

Impacted residents can begin applying immediately for assistance. You can visit online at DisasterAssistance.gov, call 1-800-621-3362 or by using the

FEMA app.
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“Individual homeowners can talk to the people in the disaster center there and have their invoices and proof of damage,
pictures, and things of that nature,” Sigman said. “At that point, FEMA will make a determination of how much each person will
get.

According to FEMA, assistance can include grants for temporary housing and home repairs, low-interest loans to cover

uninsured property losses and other programs to help individuals and business owners recover from the effects of the disaster.

CW. Sigman

Sigman said parts of Winifrede Hollow, also known as Fields Creek, received approximately 3.7 inches of rain on the last
weekend of August. He said three homes in Winifrede and other areas were a total loss with another 32 homes sustaining major damage, 54 with

minor damage, and at least 24 more affected homes. 22 private bridges were also destroyed.
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Bridgeport Director of Emergency Management Tim Curry said he expects FEMA personnel to be busy when they do arrive. The communities of
Anmore and Lost Creek also suffered significant damage.

“We had about 130 homes that were identified as having damage from the flooding,” Curry said. “That ranged from minor damage to major losses like
entire basements and things.

The approval comes days after new guidelines were released by FEMA Administrator Deanne Criswell that have the most sweeping changes in 20
years in the Individual Assistance Program. In a release dated January 22, 2024, the agency said they will provide new flexible benefits to survivors,
curtail red tape, and simplify the application process.

“By making it easier for people to apply for and receive assistance, we are going to help them become more
prepared and more resilient for the next threat that may come their way while removing barriers for their
long-term recovery;’ said Administrator Criswell. “It truly fills me with great pride to know that we continue
to look for ways to prioritize disaster survivors in everything that we do”

Sigman said FEMA won't do the work, and they will reimburse every dollar of loss, but they will work to ease
the loss.

The state Department of Emergency Management

organized search and rescue teams at Winifrede $100,000, you're not going to get $100,000 from FEMA, but they will do things to help you through the

Hollow. (Photo/MetroNews)

“Understand it's not going to make them whole;” Sigman said. “If you had a house destroyed that was worth

crisis.”
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Curry said before FEMA arrives now is a good time for storm victims to reorganize information for the storms of August 2023. Get documentation,
pictures, and receipts, and pause to refresh your own memory so nothing is left out.

“It's a hurry up and wait thing, so we know help is coming now, and that's great,” Curry said. “There are going to be a lot of “next steps” on the back side
for us—getting FEMA into town and getting them set up in offices”

Like Curry, Sigman said they have had a lot of support getting through the Individual Assistance Program, and now officials are working on a declaration
for the Public Assistance portion that would help municipalities address infrastructure damage from the August storm event.

“They worked hard with us on this and helped us crunch the numbers,” Sigman said. “Our Congressional delegation has helped us out, as has the
governor, so it took a lot of work to get this through and approved”

The state is next expected to seek a federal disaster declaration for public assistance.

Find a home [> X
~d in a neighborhood you love.
.« Homes.com

MORE NEWS

https://wvmetronews.com/2024/01/31/federal-disaster-declaration-declared-after-august-flooding/ 2/4


https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstQtZlj17UUVefFdDpvqEgxFKySN0dWbycTeZNm6ek1RKvlwdkORC3w-strrAB_MkmTGOg1lSK-VaRft9bzKx0edb61Fr3iEhH1tWLjloX3OmdsDgNMkSPlK48Bhu6ahHt4zArfJXRguGvHdx_yhV5USz7GKr7WFu7aOyuL8bIaitGChtOzcyNt-QLR9Ml_ueg7UApN0vAcmhUTONffkiYwz7RsDt2w-b15HGYjj-vJ4JyfRqjhVkpVNkDhu2H5HQ&sai=AMfl-YTxypf1uveRrbGeHalleBl_I-stm_Yg1fEQSHzyYQYkNetEk1YRWxnJxSnAv9Wv3JAd2418m2kshdnR3oiZM3SU_zgbqbDVbY8&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBp_kJu0CJ4W&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9jcmVkaXRvbmViYW5rLmNvbQ&urlfix=1&adurl=https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk%3Fimp%3Dbcb49e37-6638-4370-a347-5f1c5b2dac50%26ag%3Dsa2g0td%26sfe%3D1a519e68%26sig%3D3qINQSWjuJgkKALZwgv-nwnJ7CuVfQbPQHTc7PEvPLw.%26crid%3Dpgfeu667%26cf%3D8424337%26fq%3D0%26t%3D1%26td_s%3Dwvmetronews.com%26rcats%3Dy29%26mste%3D%26mfld%3D4%26mssi%3D%26mfsi%3D%26sv%3Dfreestar%26uhow%3D58%26agsa%3D%26wp%3D0.20174432%26rgz%3D26508%26dt%3DPC%26osf%3DWindows%26os%3DWindows10%26br%3DChrome%26svpid%3D1174%26rlangs%3Den%26mlang%3D%26did%3D%26rcxt%3DOther%26tmpc%3D12.54000000000002%26vrtd%3D%26osi%3D%26osv%3D%26daid%3D%26dnr%3D0%26vpb%3D%26crrelr%3D%26npt%3D%26c%3D1~KLUv_SNa1XJFyYUDAHNFE96X5312rS-IK2Td79vhCs_c_1WpfUgpwHpfEfvz9Fyq52Fd-c2s0bog_D3QqCz31D0d-SW-Sqwt72iNy4kRUZgJ6NF5vHbquVnWEGkMCvzIFCiv8pkzWsqv1tU3DrkMdZd8e3dSUaNyC9k0ABM.%26dur%3D1~KLUv_SMFoCgk5ZUDACOGFhFcQAbLrMGGpGMw_2Sk5JRBb2oSwCRnvAVwtJtXsxHCsSIrLdsiStLJksXC5Lw54lKSJwfoBuoLU0fqQcI9s2eqKV7ReUlpLXEHGZK8Fpc12KS2RZJqcso0oAb8treEdlfqqPkf9Ou1Y3Dho172qg..%26durs%3DpD6RR8%26bdc%3D22%26dat%3D0111f899-7d66-3d75-0c43-bc01feba1c9c%26testid%3Diavc1%2520%26fpa%3D214%26pcm%3D3%26ict%3DUnknown%26said%3Db1d90cb2-a592-4733-a380-58e016ecffcf%26auct%3D1%26tail%3D1%26r%3Dhttps://www.creditonebank.com/deposits/cd-bctd%253Fapp_source%253DAWARS_040125_DGL_ADX_DPCD_02_728x90X%2526dclid%253D%2525edclid!%2526gad_source%253D7
https://ad.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstQtZlj17UUVefFdDpvqEgxFKySN0dWbycTeZNm6ek1RKvlwdkORC3w-strrAB_MkmTGOg1lSK-VaRft9bzKx0edb61Fr3iEhH1tWLjloX3OmdsDgNMkSPlK48Bhu6ahHt4zArfJXRguGvHdx_yhV5USz7GKr7WFu7aOyuL8bIaitGChtOzcyNt-QLR9Ml_ueg7UApN0vAcmhUTONffkiYwz7RsDt2w-b15HGYjj-vJ4JyfRqjhVkpVNkDhu2H5HQ&sai=AMfl-YTxypf1uveRrbGeHalleBl_I-stm_Yg1fEQSHzyYQYkNetEk1YRWxnJxSnAv9Wv3JAd2418m2kshdnR3oiZM3SU_zgbqbDVbY8&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBp_kJu0CJ4W&cry=1&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&crd=aHR0cHM6Ly9jcmVkaXRvbmViYW5rLmNvbQ&urlfix=1&adurl=https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk%3Fimp%3Dbcb49e37-6638-4370-a347-5f1c5b2dac50%26ag%3Dsa2g0td%26sfe%3D1a519e68%26sig%3D3qINQSWjuJgkKALZwgv-nwnJ7CuVfQbPQHTc7PEvPLw.%26crid%3Dpgfeu667%26cf%3D8424337%26fq%3D0%26t%3D1%26td_s%3Dwvmetronews.com%26rcats%3Dy29%26mste%3D%26mfld%3D4%26mssi%3D%26mfsi%3D%26sv%3Dfreestar%26uhow%3D58%26agsa%3D%26wp%3D0.20174432%26rgz%3D26508%26dt%3DPC%26osf%3DWindows%26os%3DWindows10%26br%3DChrome%26svpid%3D1174%26rlangs%3Den%26mlang%3D%26did%3D%26rcxt%3DOther%26tmpc%3D12.54000000000002%26vrtd%3D%26osi%3D%26osv%3D%26daid%3D%26dnr%3D0%26vpb%3D%26crrelr%3D%26npt%3D%26c%3D1~KLUv_SNa1XJFyYUDAHNFE96X5312rS-IK2Td79vhCs_c_1WpfUgpwHpfEfvz9Fyq52Fd-c2s0bog_D3QqCz31D0d-SW-Sqwt72iNy4kRUZgJ6NF5vHbquVnWEGkMCvzIFCiv8pkzWsqv1tU3DrkMdZd8e3dSUaNyC9k0ABM.%26dur%3D1~KLUv_SMFoCgk5ZUDACOGFhFcQAbLrMGGpGMw_2Sk5JRBb2oSwCRnvAVwtJtXsxHCsSIrLdsiStLJksXC5Lw54lKSJwfoBuoLU0fqQcI9s2eqKV7ReUlpLXEHGZK8Fpc12KS2RZJqcso0oAb8treEdlfqqPkf9Ou1Y3Dho172qg..%26durs%3DpD6RR8%26bdc%3D22%26dat%3D0111f899-7d66-3d75-0c43-bc01feba1c9c%26testid%3Diavc1%2520%26fpa%3D214%26pcm%3D3%26ict%3DUnknown%26said%3Db1d90cb2-a592-4733-a380-58e016ecffcf%26auct%3D1%26tail%3D1%26r%3Dhttps://www.creditonebank.com/deposits/cd-bctd%253Fapp_source%253DAWARS_040125_DGL_ADX_DPCD_02_728x90X%2526dclid%253D%2525edclid!%2526gad_source%253D7
https://nym2-ib.adnxs.com/click2?e=wqT_3QKiAfBDogAAAAMAxBkFAQijvejABhD6srrMnM34n3sY5qC_1N6HoKI5IJ_zsQ0ogm4w2VY4AkD7066nAkj976EBUABaA1VTRGIBBeho2AVwWnjho8UBgAG9zQWIAQGQAQKYAQWgAQKpAZf_kH77Oto_sQGZlZKKa4HSP7kBAAAAwB6FFUDBAREUAMkVKDDYAQDgAQDwAfxB-AEA/s=decc1923d7d69f5515d0c1a986cf0c64a02f42b9/bcr=AAAAAAAA8D8=/cnd=%210hjKQAivq7weEPvTrqcCGP3voQEgACgAMQAAAAAAAPQ_OglOWU0yOjU2MTVAl0lJAAAAAAAA8D9RAAAAAAAAAABZAAAAAAAAAABhzczMzMzM5D9pAAAAAAAAAABxAAAAAAAAAAB4AIkBAAAAAAAA8D8./cca=MTEwOTcjTllNMjo1NjE1/bn=91837/clickenc=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdjrmorgantown.com%2Fservice-department%2Fschedule-service%2F%3Futm_source%3DLamark%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3Dservice
https://nym2-ib.adnxs.com/click2?e=wqT_3QKiAfBDogAAAAMAxBkFAQijvejABhD6srrMnM34n3sY5qC_1N6HoKI5IJ_zsQ0ogm4w2VY4AkD7066nAkj976EBUABaA1VTRGIBBeho2AVwWnjho8UBgAG9zQWIAQGQAQKYAQWgAQKpAZf_kH77Oto_sQGZlZKKa4HSP7kBAAAAwB6FFUDBAREUAMkVKDDYAQDgAQDwAfxB-AEA/s=decc1923d7d69f5515d0c1a986cf0c64a02f42b9/bcr=AAAAAAAA8D8=/cnd=%210hjKQAivq7weEPvTrqcCGP3voQEgACgAMQAAAAAAAPQ_OglOWU0yOjU2MTVAl0lJAAAAAAAA8D9RAAAAAAAAAABZAAAAAAAAAABhzczMzMzM5D9pAAAAAAAAAABxAAAAAAAAAAB4AIkBAAAAAAAA8D8./cca=MTEwOTcjTllNMjo1NjE1/bn=91837/clickenc=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdjrmorgantown.com%2Fservice-department%2Fschedule-service%2F%3Futm_source%3DLamark%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay%26utm_campaign%3Dservice
https://cat.us5.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=_OxDBviQMdgEvA7XnN3B1G8wIjHyG128jPoXquJvldnJOKm6eYYdgzIKTzonVmkAu4mdmYVHFusH9RjKj3nB-6JYB375_POw2_8Z4pZrHWQzNCT8MrZSz6WwO80bJci_CncjGZ9NKOEiAoSt-MGxDxrAEgKXdy0K5B5ulVEw_UTno3NIRm88UgzmX0ORnwxOxMMadSu7aK8kqzZo13B1aBwc79xF_RtzZ8NIUvt26WpOHIpg0076oqKDN6OWOPxlX2DCv8GwrLOhQOQvXB1Tv4XVF0lT5budLj9MFYlxmToutaj9BNGu0vNlhVRgin8a4ZIozVdZ-XeRG1WlOhD2Yz9oW-XrI76IoXGIGPY1stxah-BjuucTSFSLqBI60B3DkJdGWPkT_yOHY80aVSHKdkxYXqGTrbyPr6XLGSSzufBLSh-CLLgkVQMhcSvSLko80Eey06XMfu5-h1XyaowlBDtUxltiYBlTDI85SCpIbrSC8jGXO-ZUrZvT_CpgkDN4COEVCFM4bS95QpS_ngyT6A7HW8rbuMrYOIbf7P_uDY_eetlUr6VJqlbovXWrZxHPW05em6pMdP6F16tdz89xcGClOZXhZmwubJdGqPvMwzQVJOun7cp4f_xOZHBcowDRX-57pw&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.homes.com%2Fhomes-for-sale%2F%3Fsv%3D1%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Dprospecting%26utm_id%3D373075%26cto_pld%3DVLDg2XARAADNZ49nTBav5g
https://privacy.us.criteo.com/adchoices?cppv=3&cpp=U76SDc4obXysAwegffr3Tl30GV9fnyASosfiqmFgwUE0NOFMX8JLJNYJr7PJVLYfGlHjSYvybml668Tzw6_kKtC8UQDImhBTLaT8z7rThS5kENbiEUEXMW1-qi8ydq-XwcYjHM8CtSODwxkhiPdp8id1hiNLxC6hYP3weZSW1Cy5NlCz

