Re: FEMA Virtual Community Coordination and Outreach (CCO) Meeting for Berkeley County, WV


Dear Berkeley County and Community Officials,

Thank you to those who attended the Community Coordination and Outreach (CCO) Meeting on October 2, 2025, for Berkeley County, West Virginia. The meeting presentation with dashboards, meeting notes (with Q&A and attendance list) are attached.

The CCO Meeting is part of an ongoing mapping process designed to help individuals and communities understand their flood risk and make smart decisions. FEMA plays a role in providing updated flood maps and other tools, but the community leads the effort to build resilience.

That’s why FEMA has created the Toolkit for Community Officials, both the attached booklet and additional materials at https://www.fema.gov/floodplain-management/manage- risk/communication-toolkit-community-officials. The toolkit contains information on the next steps in the flood map update process, tactics to reach other officials and the public, and templates which can be tailored to the unique needs of your community. We hope this resource helps clarify next steps and makes it easier to move this work forward.

Upcoming steps described in the Local Officials Toolkit include:

•     Review Preliminary Map Products including the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Insurance Study (FIS), by visiting FEMA’s Flood Map Service Center at https://hazards.fema.gov/femaportal/prelimdownload/ and FEMA Region 3 CSLF Viewer at https://arcg.is/0zbTDm.  

•     Provide any comments on Preliminary Map Products ahead of the 90‐day appeal period by emailing comments by November 13, 2025, to the following:
 Amanuel Ghebreegziabher, Project Officer – amanuel.ghebreegziabher@fema.dhs.gov
 Julia Sears and Kevin Sneed, State NFIP Office – julia.r.sears@wv.gov and kevin.l.sneed@wv.gov
 Brandon Cramer, Mapping Partner Project Manager – brandon.cramer@wsp.com

•     Reach out to community members about the preliminary flood maps. As a local official, your voice is often one that cuts through to help residents make informed decisions about flood risk and preparedness.

We also request that you review the attached Community Contact Matrix to confirm the latest information we have on file for your community. Please review and, where applicable, update your community’s contact information, including the Community Map Repository (Building Name and Address - where physical copies of FEMA maps are housed and made available for public viewing). Please also add the names of local media outlets which we will use for the upcoming 90-day appeal period (to publish 2 legal advertisements in the local newspaper and issue a supplemental press release to all outlets).

Members of the project team will be in further contact with you following the Federal Register notice when the exact schedule for the 90-day appeal period takes shape.

Thank you again for your partnership. It is your hard work that truly makes your communities more resilient. Please feel free to respond to this email with any questions, feedback, or ideas.


Kara Caricato-Michalke
Consultant, Geographic Information Systems Science
kara.caricatomichalke@wsp.com  
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